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BIOGRAPHY  

 

 C. Arthur Allen was born May 13, 1946, Franklin County Memorial Hospital, 

Farmington, Maine, son of Edith Gifford Allen and Charlie Lothrop Allen.  One of five children 

Arthur grew up in Strong, Maine and was educated in Strong schools.  During these years he 

held his first jobs as an assistant janitor, earning $10.40 every two weeks, haying and working in 

the woods peeling pulp in the summer.  He joined the Boy Scouts and became the Troop Scribe 

and the Methodist Youth Fellowship and became an Altar boy at the church. He played baseball 

and basketball on the school teams, often warming the bench.  One of the most significant events 

of his youth was being introduced to DeMolay. 

 

Art graduated from Strong High School in 1964 in a class of 30.  Times were tough and 

he moved to Connecticut and went to work at Pratt and Whitney as a sheet metal apprentice.  In 

November o 1965 he joined the Navy, just ahead of the draft board and served until 1969 in a 

naval aviation unit.  Returning to Maine he took summer classes at the University of Maine in 

Farmington in 1970, enrolling as a full time student and graduating in December 1975 with a 

B.S. degree in secondary education. 

 

In December of 1974, Arthur married Pamela Johnston.  They have a daughter Jessica 

and her husband Darren Hafford.  Jess and Darren have 3 children ï Genevieve, Aaron and 

Rylee and live in Turner, Maine.   Their son Andrew and his wife Robin live in Fairfield, Maine.  

 

Arthur retired in May 2007 after working more than 30 years in the school systems in 

support and teaching positions and non-profits.  During these years he discovered his love of 

wood working and building. But the most significant discovery was his love of Free Masonry. 

 

In 1972, the Bernard O Heald Chapter, Order of DeMolay in Strong was devastated at the 

death of their Dad Advisor.  Art stepped forward to take on the role only to find out that you 

needed to be a Mason.  He was raised to the degree of Master Mason in May 1973, and became 

Dad Advisor to the Chapter.  He held this position for 4 years. 

 

Masonic Affiliation  
 

In 1983 Art began joining the York Rite Bodies in Farmington.  Time and life have blurred dates 

and specific events but the following is a history of his Masonic life. 

 

Worshipful Master 1978 Davis Lodge #191 1 year 

High Priest of Franklin Chapter #34  3 years 

High Priest of Turner Chapter #41  3 years 

Illustrious Master of Jephthah Council #17 3 years 

Illustrious Master Dunlap Council #8  3 years 

Commander Pilgrim Commandery #19 1 year 

Commander Lewiston Commandery #6  1 year 
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Most Puissant Eusebius Conclave #3  2 years 

Joshua Chamberlain AMD    Past Sovereign 

Dirigo York Rite College   Present Governor 

Knights Mason     Present Deputy Chief 

Order of the High Priesthood   Member 

Thrice Illustrious Master   Member  

Kora Temple Shrine    Member 

Past Officers Association   Member 

Knight York Cross of Honor   Member 

Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Maine  Past Grand High Priest 

General Grand Royal Arch Chapter  

International     Member 

Grievances Committee  Present Member 

Grand Imperial Council  

Red Cross of Constantine  Member 

Grand Commandery of Knights  

 Templar of Maine   Junior Warden 

 

 

GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER OF MAINE  

EIGHTY -FOURTH ANNUAL CONVOCATION  

 

 The Most Excellent Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Maine met for the One Hundred 

Eighty-Fourth Annual Convocation at the Atlantic Oakes  Conference Center, Bar Harbor, Maine 

on Saturday April 25, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. (Eastern Daylight Time) with Most Excellent C. Arthur 

Allen presiding.  Prayer by Robert W. Ferguson. 

 
VISITORS 

  

The Most Excellent Grand High Priest ordered admission of all Royal Arch Masons in good 

standing as visitors. 

 
RECORDS 

 

 It was voted to dispense with the reading of the records and that they be confirmed as 

printed. 

 

PAST GRAND HIGH PRIEST S OF MAINE  

 

    David J. Billings  John O. Bond, Sr. 

    Leslie E. Buzzell  Robert V. Damon   

    Colwyn F. Haskell  G. Dean Hoke 

    Raymond J. McLellan  Douglas B. Taylor 

 

PERMANENT MEMBERS OF GRAND CHAPTER  
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    John D. Baggett  Robert D. Chaput 

    David C. Fairbairn  Gordon W. Harrington 

    Gordon L. Kimball, Sr. William H. Sawyer 

DISTINGUISHED GUEST  

 

MASSACHUSETTS:    CONNECTICUT  
Lincoln K. Richards, MEGHP   Kenneth N. Hall, MEGHP     

Alelxander Marusa, R.E. Dep. GHP   Andrew G. Weimann, II, PGHP 

Robert Winterhalter, R.E. DDGHP    

         

RHODE ISLAND:      NEW HAMPSHIRE:  

David A. Jannarelli, MEGHP    John S. Geas, Grand King   

  John A. Lawson, III, Grand King        

 Brad Buckley, Grand Scribe    NEW JERSEY: 

 Mark Thompson, Dep. Gr. Capt. of Host  Frederick I. Waldron, PGHP 

          

 NEW YORK :      OHIO:  

Joseph P. Pozesky, R.E. PDDGHP     Lynn Chadbourne: Grand Rep 

      Edmund D. Harrison, GGK 

   

VERMONT:       DELAWARE:  
 David H. Bartlett, MEGHP     James R. Herrington, MEGHP 

E Russell J. Slora, Grand King   James B. Walsh, P Gr. Past Soj 

 Belford A. Belles, PGHP 

Aurele Gagne, PGHP     MARYLAND:  

       Vernon H. Hueschman, GGCoH 

         DDGGHP/NE 

 

EASTERN JURISDICTION OF CANADA  

 

NOVA SCOTIA      NEW BRUNSWICK:    
James E. Taylor, MEGHP    Harold J. Planetta, ME1stGP     

 Neil Astle, MEPFGP     Darrell K. Thurber, MEP1stGP  

George R. OôLeary, Grand Scribe   Fred A. Healy. MEPFGP 

Donald Cooke, Gr. Capt. of Host   David D. Dalzell, MEPFGP  

 Charles R. MacKinlay, Dist. Gr. Superintendent Robert J. Melanson, MEPFGP 

Robert M. Johnson, MEPFGP 

NEWFOUNDLAND:                                 Scott Basarache, R.E. Companion 

William J. Baldwin, PGHP     

          

QUEBEC:        ONTARIO:  

Stafford Bellman, MEFGP    Roland A. Paddle, ME1stGP 

 

MAINE 
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Robert J. Melanson, Most Illustrious Grand Master of the Grand Council of Royal & Select 

Masters of Maine;  Sir Knight Gordon W. Harrington, RE Grand Commander of the Grand 

Commandery of Knights Templar of Maine: Reginald A. Page, President Thrice Illustrious 

Master of the Maine Council of Thrice Illustrious Masters of Maine: Fred Healey, President of 

Maine Past Officers Association; Gordon E. Reynolds, Imperial Grand Sovereign, Imperial 

Grand Council of the Red Cross of Constantine of Maine: Peter P. Bowler, Very Eminent 

Preceptor, Cross and Crown Tabernacle, No. 53, HRAKTP: Howard C. Weymouth , Excellent 

President, Council of the Order of High Priesthood of the State of Maine: Eminently 

Distinguished  Brother Robert D. Chaput, Right Grand Governor of the York Rite Colleges of 

Maine: Peter P. Bowler, Chief Adept, Maine College SRICF Rosicrucians     

 
GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER  

 

EDMUND D. HARRISON  

Most Excellent General Grand King 

 

M.E. FREDERICK I. WALDRON   

Excellent Deputy General Grand High Priest 

Northeastern Region 

 

M.E. DAVID J. BILLINGS  

Excellent Past Deputy General Grand High Priest 

Northeastern Region 

 

M.E. JOHN O. BOND, SR. 

 Excellent General Grand Chapter, Ambassador to Maine 

 

MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE OF MAINE  

 

M.W. ROBERT R. LANDRY  
Most Worshipful Grand Master  

of 

Masons in Maine  

 

ROBERT V. DAMON  

Most Worshipful Past Grand Master of Masons in Maine  

  

CREDENTIALS  

 

Chapter  Represented by  Chapter  Represented by 

Cumberland-  Raymond J. McLellan  Jerusalem #4  William H. Sawyer    

Mt. Vernon #1        

York #5  Leopold R. Lariviere  Mount Moriah #6 Randy L. Adams 

Bradford #9  Gary K. Hemenway  Eagle #11  Thomas A. E 

Joppa #13  Harold A. Clough  Somerset #15  Daniel T. Crowley 

Washington #16 Robert M. Hennessey  St. Croix #17  Weibley Dean 
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Hancock #19  John D. Baggett  Piscataquis #21 Reginald A. Page 

Keystone #24  Henry R. Carey  Crescent #26  Donald K. Rice 

Drummond #27 Daniel B. Carey, Jr.  Stevens #28  Scott A. Boyington  

Oxford #29  Nathan M. Hunt  Acadia #31            Gordon W. Harrington 

Unity #32  John O. Bond, Sr.   Murray #33  David J. Billings 

Franklin #34  Bruce W. Clark   Winthrop #37        Leopold G. Bellemare, Jr 

Turner #41  C. Arthur Allen   Cushnoc #43  David C. Fairbairn 

Garfield #48  Wendell E. Spooner  Mt. Horeb #49  Harold E. Birt, Jr. 

St. Andrews # 51 Leslie E. Buzzell  Teconnet #52  Douglas B. Taylor 

White Rose #54 Robert W. Ferguson   Mt. Katahdin # 60 Harold E. Birt, Jr. 

Kennebec #67  Neil O. Hunnewell  Boaz #72  Frank T. Palmer  

Mosiac #74  Alan W. Bay 

 

ANNUAL ADDRESS OF THE GRAND HIGH PRIEST  

C. ARTHUR ALLEN  

 

Bar Harbor, Maine 

April 25, 2009 

 

First of all I would like to thank each and every one of you for allowing me to attain one 

of my Masonic goals.  I have now had my 15 minutes in the sun and it was great! It wasnôt 

always smooth and easy.  In fact my first out of state visit was to Nova Scotia, where I goat a 24 

hour bug and felt so miserable that after attending their grand session I went back to my room 

and spent the next 18 hours in bed and the 8 hour ride home wrapped in a blanket, telling myself 

that if this is the way my year is going to be, I will turn in my jewel now!  Fortunately things got 

better.  I made 13 out of state visitations and each contained a wealth of fellowship and 

knowledge. 

 

Iôm not going to spend a lot of time talking about dispensations, bylaw changes and 

visitations; hopefully they will be in the respective committee reports.  I would rather talk about 

some of the highlights of the year.  I was able to attend the triennial in Indianapolis, Indiana and 

the New England regional conference in Albany New York both were eye-opening experiences; 

much of the membership packet comes from these events. 

 

I had the opportunity to work the Royal Arch Degree many times but there are two that 

really stand out. The first was after attending the Grand Session in New Brunswick, I was asked 

to do Royal Arch Degree in Calais.  Our suite consisted of 2 past Grand High Priests from 

Maine, the Grand Secretary, a District Deputy High Priest and because we were short on help, 

our First Veil was the First Grand Principle of New Brunswick, Harold Planetta.  The second 

occasion was the Strawberry Festival in Kittery where I had a past Grand Scribe of 

Massachusettsôs as the King, the present and past Grand High Priest of New Hampshire as the 

Scribe and Royal Arch Captain, two past Grand High Priests of Maine and a past District Deputy 

Grand High Priest.   These two Royal Arch Degrees were special because I not only had a 

distinguished suite but jurisdictions came together as a team for the good of the order. 
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Meetings of the Grand Officers were held in June and March.  At the June meeting I tried 

out a degree called the Maine Moose Hunt that Dean Hoke and I put together on a long drive 

back from Albany New York, last year. Our hope is that this fun degree will be used to raise 

money for charity.   The March meeting was held at Togus.  We were able to attend church 

services and have lunch with the Veterans.  Both meetings were attended by about 50% of the 

officers.  Interacting with the Veterans was a great experience.  I would like to see this become 

part of the Grand Chapter annual schedule. 

 

In September, I was able to attend an informal meeting in Presque Isle with members of 

Grand Council, Grand Commandery, Grand Chapter and the local York Rite bodies.  Our 

discussions were about how to improve participation in the various bodies.  We offered to send 

degree teams to assist them in their work. 

 

This year my focus has been on membership.  To that end, each grand officer was given a 

membership packet.  The first contained information on presenting a program to non-masons, 

three 20-minute programs to present to Blue Lodges and a copy of a Past Masters Degree that 

could be done for Past Masters of the Blue Lodge.   These programs have been used in other 

states and have been effective.  The second packet was to be given to newly raised Master 

Masons.  It contains a letter from the Grand Commander, Grand Illustrious Master and Grand 

High Priest welcoming him to the Masonic fraternity, information on the Masonic bodies in 

Maine, applications to the York Rite Bodies and information on the Scottish Rite.   While it is 

important to welcome and help educate the new Master Mason, I felt it was also important to 

retain the older members.  I had a 50 year medal designed which I hope you have all had an 

opportunity to see.  It is available for presentation to those who have been members of our 

Chapters for 50 years.  I had the honor of making the first presentations in Augusta on March 

27
th
.  We are still receiving counts from subordinate Chapters, but at this time, there appears to 

be about 60 companions eligible for the medal. 

 

During the year I was able to participate in the play December Rose, which was part of 

the events at Hands Across the Boarder, held in Auburn.  The entire weekend was a huge success 

thanks to Bradford Chapter ï I owe you.    I was also able to participate in the Royal Arch 

Widows degree in Calais, which is always a lot of fun. 

 

Recommendations ï  

1. To change the membership of the York Rite Unification Committee to include a past 

Grand High Priest, the present Grand High Priest and the Grand Coordinator to meet with 

the corresponding companions from Council and Commandery to discuss issue such as 

the location of grand convocations, a single application, combined grand sessions and 

other issues that will further the York Rite Bodies in Maine. 

2. A commitment to better use of the website.   Examples - the listing of our of state 

visitations with appropriate information so that all present and past  Grand Officers have 

access to it; links to Masonic supply houses as resources for individual Chapters; a list of 

Representatives and vacancies available to be filled.   I am sure there are many other 

ideas of ways to use the website to enhance our knowledge and communication. 

3. Have each Chapter set aside a meeting night for the Grand Chapter to put on a program. 

It could be a play, a school of instruction or degree work. 
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Finally I want to recognize those you traveled with me to over 125 meetings this year.  I owe 

many of you a great deal for making it a wonderful year but I want to again say thank you to 

those who traveled with me over the year and most especially, my wonderful wife, who made the 

out of state visitations more like a mini adventure.   Thank you all.  

Fraternally, 

 

C. Arthur Allen 

Grand High Priest 

 

REPORT OF THE DEPUTY GRAND HIGH PRIEST  

 

 Bar Harbor, Maine 

April 25, 2009 

 

To the Grand High Priest, Officers and members of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Maine, I 

hereby submit my Annual report as Deputy Grand High Priest. 

 

 During the year I had three inspections one of which did not open because of a quorum 

was not present.  The equipment was clean and usable in all.  The work in the other two was very 

good.  I find as I travel around that in most Chapters a majority of the officers are Past High 

Priests, and that age is becoming a factor, we need younger officers that will learn parts and be 

active.  During the coming year I recommend that all Chapters attend a school of instructions.  

Many Chapters have not attended a school of instructions in years and our Grand Lecturer held 

many across the state.  

 

 I attended Northeast York Rite Conference in Albany, New York.  I also had the 

opportunity to represent the Grand Chapter of Maine at the Rainbow Grand Assembly held in 

Bangor and the Grand Court of the Order of Amaranth, in Auburn. 

 

 As time passes quickly I think York Rite Masonry as we know demands a lot of attention.  

Our membership is dwindling; our average age is getting older.  We need to attract younger 

members and keep them active. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ernest A. Lowell 

Deputy Grand High Priest 

 

REPORT OF THE GRAND KING  

 

No report received 

 

REPORT OF THE GRAND SCRIBE 

 

To the Most Excellent Grand High Priest, Officers and Companions of the Grand Royal Arch 

Chapter of Maine, I submit my Annual Report for 2008-2009.   
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This year as Grand Scribe, I was assigned by the M.E. Grand High Priest to pay Official 

Visitation to Mt. Katahdin #60, Mt. Moriah #6 and Ira Berry #57 chapters. All of these Chapters 

were visited when scheduled and reports sent to the Grand Secretary. 

 

Official visitation was held at Mt. Katahdin #60 on July 22, 2008. There was a Royal 

Arch Degree scheduled for the evening, but was postponed until August. The chapter opened in 

due form. After a short business meeting, I had the privilege of installing the officers that were 

present. ME. Edgar E. Carr Jr. was installed as High Priest of this chapter, and I believe he will 

do an excellent job. All officers were excited about there upcoming degree work and I hope there 

will be more to come. Chapter closed in due form. More detailed information can be found in the 

Official Visitation Report, submitted on July 25, 2008. 

 

Official visitation was held at Mt. Moriah #6 on November 13, 2008. I was greeted by the 

Secretary, and started by looking at his records, which were in good order. The book of marks is 

still not available, some years have past since the book of marks was lost in the fire in Bangor, 

and I feel the chapter needs to start a new one as soon as possible. There is a Royal Arch Degree 

scheduled for the evening on five candidates. The chapter opened in due form. There were 

several past and present Grand Officers present, I have never seen so many in one room, what a 

night for attendance, and best I have ever seen since I became a Grand Officer. ME Jesse R. 

Rollins sat in the east for the degree work, and did an excellent job as always. Chapter closed in 

due form. More detailed information can be found in the Official Visitation Report, submitted on 

November 16, 2008. 

 

Official visitation was held at Ira Berry #57 on December 9, 2008. I was greeted by the 

High Priest and Treasure. All reports were up to date and in good form. The secretary is working 

hard to catch-up and keeps his records as complete as possible.   Many records were misplaced 

or lost when the past secretary passed away. The book of marks needs to be updated as well. The 

chapter opened in due form, after opening, I was received by the High Priest, and we had the 

honor of having the Grand Master present and both of us received the grand  honors from the 

east. There were two candidates to receive the Most Excellent Master degree. The chapter 

officers did an excellent job with this degree. The chapter closed in due form. More detailed 

information can be found in the Official Visitation Report, submitted on December 12, 2008. 

 

This year as, Grand Scribe, time flew by.  As I write this report, it feels like I did this just 

a few months ago, but in fact it was last year. My travels to the different chapters found that 

there is hope. Most chapters were or have scheduled degree work, some with several candidates 

and the work that I witnessed was very good, I hope that all chapters have seen the same result. I 

assisted chapters with degree work this year, either by sitting in a vacant chair of finding them 

assistance filling chairs or with lectures. I also had the opportunity in assisting R.E. Robert D. 

Chaput in a joint installation of officers of Rabboni Chapter and Piscataquis Chapter and with 

Installation of officers of Stevens Chapter. I attended Hands Across the Boarder and joined M.E. 

C. Arthur Allen and several other Grand Officers at Togas Veterans Hospital were we went to 

church with the veterans. In my blue lodge we raised two new Master Masons, and these Master 

Masons continued on with the MMM in Stevens Chapter. I also had some spare time to continue 

my quest for more light in masonry, by having received the Order of the Temple in St. Johns 
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Commandery #3 in Bangor, and Entering into Katahdin York Rite College #187. I am sure that 

this next year will be just as exciting and busy as this one. I hope all will keep up the good work 

and continue to grow through York Rite Masonry. 

 

         Fraternally submitted, 

          R.E. Paul B. Grondin 

          Grand Scribe 

 

REPORT OF THE DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND HIGH PRIESTS  

 

R.E. R. Nelson Pearson 

 

No Report received from  

 

RE Randy L. Adams 

 

I would like to thank M.E. C. Arthur Allen for the privilege of serving the Grand Chapter 

of Maine in the capacity of District Deputy.  You never truly understand what is involved in a 

Grand Office until you have had the privilege of serving in one.  The learning experience cannot 

be equaled by any amount of reading or studies.   

 

I was assigned five chapters to inspect.  Of the five inspections I completed, two chapters 

were in very good condition.  Two were in fair condition, and one needs a lot of help.  I also 

attended three other inspections.  The first was at Mount Katahdin #60 in Millinocket where I 

acted as Grand Captain of the Host for Paul Grondin who did the installation.  The second was at 

Mount Moriah #6 currently meeting in Kenduskeag where I was also acting Grand Captain of the 

Host.  The third was at Penobscot #75 in Hampden where no inspection was held due to lack of a 

quorum. 

  

Unfortunately, two chapters in the Fourth District dissolved this year.  Penobscot #75 in 

Hampden who turned in their charter and did not consolidate with another chapter, and Lubec 

Chapter #76 elected to join with Washington Chapter #16 in Machias.  These chapters have been 

struggling for the last couple of years but the Grand High Priest of those years would not let 

them consolidate.  I feel this is wrong although no one in any Grand position wants to see a 

chapter close is it going to be a fact of life that happens more often.  The unfortunate part of this 

is when a Grand High Priest is elected who realizes chapters are going to close.  He is burdened 

with many closures that should have already been dealt with under previous Grand High Priests.  

To the average person this makes it look like he has not accomplished as much as the prior years 

even though he may have done a better job overall. This is wrong.  I also believe the system for 

assigning inspections needs to be reviewed by Grand Chapter.  Many officers are traveling great 

distances to do official visitations when other officers could accomplish this with far less travel.  

An example of this would be Robert Hennessy who traveled from Ashland to inspect Penobscot 

Chapter #75 in Hampden which is not only in my own district but approximately ten miles from 

my home.  After driving all the way down here they were unable to open the chapter although 

they had Bob and myself and one other visit, because of lack of quorum. All Grand Officers are 
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aware there is going to be travel involved with any position but there is such a thing as 

unnecessary travel. 

 

I am looking forward to my second year as DDGHP and I am hopeful that I will meet as 

many new companions as I did this year and also gathering Masonic knowledge in the chapter. 

In closing, I apologize for the tardiness of this report as I have been on the road many evenings 

with various Masonic bodies although I know that is no excuse for being late with any report. 

 

Fraternally,      

 

R.E. Randy L. Adams  

DDGHP    

 

R.E. DONALD K. RICE  
 

I had the privilege of inspecting Washington Chapter #16, St. Croix Chapter #17, and Mosaic 

Chapter #74. 

 

Some of the Chapters are struggling, but good fellowship and dedications to Royal Arch 

Masonry is outstanding. I was greeted with genuine fellowship and made welcome. 

 

My Inspection of Washington Chapter #16 

Washington Chapter was opened in due form, I dispensed with a suite, escorted to the 

East and given Private Grand honors. Had the pleasure of introducing PGHP  Dwight C. 

Whitney and PGPS Elias Small. Following the introductions, I turned the gavel over to the High 

Priest for the work of the evening. A fine RAD followed, after which I brought official greetings 

form M.E.G.H.P. C. Arthur Allen and myself, Talked on RARA (collected $15.00). Attendance 

numbers may be small but with M.E. Whitney and R.E. Small they make up in knowledge and 

interest. 

 

My Inspection of St. Croix Chapter #17 

  Due to low numbers present, I dispensed with a suite.  St. Croix Chapter #17 was 

opened by St. Croix Officers in full form I was escorted to the East and given private Grand 

Honors, Then I  had  the pleasure of introducing R.E. Frank Theriault past GPS and Excellent 

Companion  David Beckett past GRAC. Due to having no canidates and new officers I did a mini 

school of instructions with the assistantice of R.E. Frank Theriault. We went thru the Grips and 

Words of the degrees and the Passwords and Signs of the Veils and then opened the floor for 

questions, where several good questions were asked and a lot of interest in Royal Arch Chapter 

showed,  after the school of instruction, I brought the official greetings of MEGHP C. Arthur 

Allen and myself, talked about  RARA (collected $10.00). The High Priest then closed in full 

form. Even with the numbers low the interest and eagerness was quite apparent. 

My Inspection of Mosaic Chapter #74 

Due to I the fact that I was the only Grand Officer present,  I dispensed with a suite. 

Mosaic C #74 chapter was opened by the regular officers. I was escorted to the East and given 

Grand Honors. I turned the gavel back to the M.E. High Priest for the work of the evening. The 

duties in the east was split in two with very capable officers, with the High Priest acting as 
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Marshal. An excellent deree followed. After the degree M.E.H.P. Bay resumed his seat in the 

East and after the request for remarks, the gavel was turned over to me for my offical visit. I 

gave greetings form M.E. C. Arthur Allen MEGHP and my own,  I congradulated the candidates, 

I thank the chapter for the dinner and the great fellowship and spoke on RARA  (collected 

$13.00). Mosaic Chapter was then closed in due form. The officers knew their parts and it was 

reflected in the degree and escpecially the candidate.  

 

June 14
th
, I had the honor of attending Grand Chapter of New Brunswick with 

M.E.G.H.P. C. Arthur Allen and other Grand Chapter officers from Maine. 

 

That afternoon, by the request of St. Croix Chapter #17, the Grand Chapter of Maine 

worked the RAD, which was done by M.E. C. Arthur Allen M.E.G.H.P. and the Grand Chapter 

Officers with the assistance of M.E. Grand First Principal of New Brunswick Harold  J. Planetta. 

 

On Aug. 18
th
 my wife and I attended the joint reception help for M.E.G.H.P. C. Arthur 

Allen, and M.I.G.M. Daniel B. Carey, Jr. 

. 

On Oct. 11
th,

 with the assistance of R.E. Roland D. Martin and several others, The Royal 

Arch Widowôs Degree was exemplified in St. Croix Chapter #17. The ladies and companions 

heartily enjoyed the degree immensely, a big thank you to R.E. Companion Martin. 

 

As usual my wife and I attended Hands Across the Border, which we enjoyed as always, 

the fellowship and good times. 

 

I attended the summer meeting of Grand Chapter in Waterville along with the winter 

meeting of Grand Chapter at Togus. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

R.E. Donald K. Rice,  

DDGHP. 

 

R.E. JEFFREY C. Le DOUX 

                                            
To the Most Excellent Grand High Priest, Officers and Companions of the Grand Royal Arch 

Chapter of Maine: This is my Annual Report for 2008-2009 

 

 This seems to have been a much busier year than 2007/2008.  I inspected 4 Chapters, 

Drummond #27 on May 7
th
, 2008; Turner #41 on May 27

th
, 2008; Somerset #15 on September 

24
th
, 2008 and Kennebec #67 on October 23

rd
, 2008.  Rumford Chapter #56 was scheduled for 

November 2008, but their building was closed and will not reopen until April 1
st
, 2009.  They 

will not have an inspection until June 8
th,

 2009 when they will confer the Mark Master Mason 

Degree.  I look forward to inspecting their Chapter at that time.  

  

My wife and I did attend the Hands Across the Border gathering in Auburn on the last 

weekend in October, and the portrayal of the play December Rose was quite impressive.  I also 
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attended the Grand Council inspection of Dunlap Council earlier this month.  I had the privilege 

of attending the opening of the Auburn Chapter, Order of DeMolay this March.  These boys are 

going to be a good source for Masonry and the York Rite as they get older.  We do need to 

support them. 

  At the four inspections, a total of $61.00 was collected for R.A.R.A.  Checks were sent 

to the Grand Secretary and receipts have been received from R.A.R.A. 

   

I also attended the Northeast Conference at Albany both as a member of the Grand 

Commandery line and as a member of the Grand Chapter of Maine.  

  

The candidate for Somerset Chapter #15 was not able to attend on the night of the 

inspection.  Dave Couture was at that meeting, and with his consent a school of instruction was 

held for the members present.  It seemed that all present got something out of it.  I did attend 

their last meeting on the 25
th
 of March, and once again their candidate did not make it to the 

meeting.  I believe he works at the mill and work does come first.  They did a full form opening 

and recognized the members of the Grand Chapter that were in attendance.  We came to help 

confer the Royal Arch Degree, and the High Priest was most distressed that the candidate did not 

attend.  We did assure him that we would come back if he would let us know when the candidate 

was going to be there, and we would help confer the degree.  We are there to assist these 

Chapters when they need help. 

   

I understand that M.E. Peter Dave Couture and the High Priest of Winthrop Chapter did 

hold a School of Instruction this fall.  

  

Where work was conferred, it was done according to the ritual, though some of the 

officers did need to read their parts.  I can empathize with them because my memory is not what 

it was 30 years ago.  It is much harder to memorize the work and retain it for any length of time, 

and as our membership grows older we will see more of that.  There are some younger men 

joining the bodies, but with jobs and family responsibilities, it seems to be more and more 

difficult for them to take offices in the bodies. 

   

We do need to continue to work with the Blue Lodges to endeavor to invite and entice the 

new Master Masons to further their knowledge and obtain more light in Masonry.  We have 

something to offer them, and we need to let them know that 

   

I respectfully submit this as my report for the year 2008/2009.  I look forward to filling 

this position again in 2009/2010. 

 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

Jeffrey C. Le Doux,  

D.D.G.H.P 
 

R.E. GORDON L. KIMBALL, JR.  

 

No report received 



 16 

 

REPORT OF THE GRAND LECTURER  

 

Bar Harbor, Maine 

    April 25, 2009 

 

To the Grand High Priest, Officers, Permanent Members and Members of the Grand Royal Arch 

Chapter of Maine, I herewith submit my annual report as Grand Lecturer. 

              

During the year 2008/2009 there was held 5 full length schools of instruction.  The 

average attendance was 15 members.  In addition there were 4 mini schools at stated meetings as 

a program.  As per directions of the Grand High Priest, no schools were given instead degree 

work at Annual Inspections. 

 

The schools were well received but most attending were from the hosting chapter.  

Although the schools were supposed to be district schools very few traveled to attend.  Very few 

Grand Officers attended any of the schools.  My thanks to M.E. Kenneth R. Libby for traveling 

with me to most of the schools. 

 

As the quality of work in this Grand Chapter depends on proper information about the 

written ritual the need for schools is great but most times we are preaching to the choir.  

 

Fraternally Submitted, 

 

 
M\E\Peter Davis Couture, Grand Lecturer 

Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Maine 

 

ROYAL ARCH RESEARCH ASSISTANCE  
 

No Report Received 

 

GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER DEGREE TEAM  

 

Bar Harbor, Maine 

April 25, 2009 

 

To the Most Excellent Grand High Priest, Officers and members of the Grand Royal Arch 

Chapter of Maine: 

 

 The Grand Royal Arch Degree Team continues to provide support to those who request 

assistance whether it is Degree Work or those requiring support such as Decemberôs Rose or  

other Degrees within the realm of Grand Royal Arch Chapter Degree Team. 
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  Fraternally submitted, 

 

M.E. Raymond J. McLellan 

Degree Master   

INSPECTION ASSSIGNMENTS 

 

INSPECTION/VISITATION DATES 2008-2009 

 

C. ARTHUR ALLEN , MOST EXCELLENT GRAND HIGH PRIEST  

  Winthrop #37    Readfield  06/11/08 

  Garfield #48    Caribou  10/20/08 

  Murray #33    Kennebunk  10/23/08   

   

ERNEST A. LOWELL , DEPUTY GRAND HIGH PRIEST  

  Boaz #72    New Gloucester 10/11/08    

  Eagle #11    Gorham  11/12/08 

  Teconnet #52    Waterville  12/02/08  

 

ROBERT M. HENNESSEY , GRAND KING  

  Acadia #31    Ellsworth  10/07/08 

  Penobscot #75    Hampden  10/14/08 

  Crescent #26    Pembroke  10/21/08  

PAUL B. GRONDIN , GRAND SCRIBE 

  Mt. Katahdin #60   Millinocket  07/22/08 

  Mt. Moriah #6    Kenduskeag  11/13/08 

  Ira Berry #57    Pittsfield  12/09/08 

 

R. NELSON PEARSON, DDGHP 

  White Rose #54   Sanford  09/24/08 

  Joppa #13    South Portland  10/02/08 

  York # 5    Saco   10/10/08 

  Unity #32    South Berwick  10/14/08 

  Aurora #22    Cornish  10/15/08 

  Maine #73    Kittery   10/17/08  

   

GORDON L. KIMBALL, JR  , DDGHP 

  Montgomery-St. Bernard #2  Bath   06/19/08 

  Cumberland-Mt. Vernon #1  Yarmouth  06/30/08 

  Franklin #34    Phillips  10/09/08 

  St. Andrews#51   Mechanic Falls 10/15/08 

  Bradford #9    Auburn  11/04/08 

 

RANDY L. ADAMS, DDGHP 

  Stevens #28    Newport  06/09/08 

  Mt. Horeb #49    Mattawamkeag 09/19/08 

  Hancock #19    Bucksport  10/01/08 
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  Rabboni #62    Milo   11/07/08 

  Piscataquis #21   Dover-Foxcroft 11/11/08 

   

DONALD K, RICE , DDGHP 

  Washington #16   Machias  10/09/08 

  St. Croix #17    Calais   10/15/08 

  Mosaic #74    Lincoln  10/22/08 

    

JETHRO D. PEASE, DDGHP 

  Atlantic #40    Vinalhaven  09/16/08 

  Jerusalem #4    Hallowell  09/18/08 

  Cushnoc #43    Augusta  10/02/08 

  Waldo #7    Belfast   02/07/09 

  Dunlap #12    China   04/12/09 

 

JEFFREY C. LeDOUX, DDGHP 

  Drummond #27   Oakland  05/07/08 

  Turner #41    Turner   05/27/08 

  Somerset #15    Skowhegan  09/24/08 

  Kennebec #67    Solon   10/23/08 

  Rumford #56    Rumford  04/02/09 

   

OTHER VISITIONS  

 

G. DEAN HOKE  

  Keystone #24    Rockport  10/08/08 

 

LESLIE E. BUZZELL  

  Oxford #29    Norway  09/17/08 

 

KENNETH R. L IBBY , MEPGHP 

 Oxford #29    Norway  09/12/07 

 Franklin #34    Farmington  10/11/07 

 

COLWYN F. HASKELL, MEPGHP  

 Cumberland-Mt. Vernon #1  Yarmouth  06/16/07 

 

REPORT OF THE GRAND TREASURER 

 

Bar Harbor, Maine 

April 25, 2009 

 

To the Officers and Members of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Maine:   

 

I herein submit my report as Grand Treasurer for the year ending April 25, 2009. 

 



 19 

Receipts 

   Dues & Fees     $25,378.00 

   Interest, Investments & Administration   12,619.73 

   Return of Per Diem        5,686.00 

      Total Receipts  $43,683.73 

 

Disbursements/Expenses 

 

Budgeted $54,250         Expended $43,683.73 

    

   GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER ASSETS  

  

   Permanent Fund with Smith Barney  $   147,947.41 

   Scholarship Fund with Smith Barney           3,181.43 

   Charity Fund with Smith Barney              612,594.48 

   FBO Permanent Fund with Smith Barney      121,215.13 

   FMA Fund with Smith Barney   154.27 

   Putnam Investments           19,713.85 

   Maine Bank Checking Account         45,564.46 

    Total Assets  as of 4-22-09  $924,349.54 

 

 Fraternally submitted, 

M.E. Raymond J. McLellan 

Grand Treasurer 

 

REPORT OF THE GRAND SECRETARY 

 

Bar Harbor, Maine 

April 25, 2009 

 

To the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Maine:  

I herewith submit my report as Grand Secretary for the year past. 

 

The Grand Chapter letter listing the Grand Officers assignments and Financial Report 

was mailed on May 15, 2008 and the General Grand Chapter report with a check for $ 1,512.45 

which was received from the Grand Treasurer.  

 

Companions:  2 chapters have yet to file their Annual Returns with this Grand Chapter.  When 

those Returns have been reviewed, the final or year end figures will be adjusted and published in 

the Annual Proceedings. 

 

 With the Annual Returns received thus far, this Grand Chapter shows a net loss of 156 

companions.  Last years decrease was 130.  Suspensions increased from 71 to 79, 8 more than 

last year.  Demits increased from 32 to 38.  Garfield Chapter #48 is the largest chapter with a 
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membership of 325 and Mt. Horeb Chapter #49 the smallest with a membership of 23.  

Exaltations increased from 60 to 82.  Deaths were 117 compared to 108 in 2008. 

 

Several chapters were noted changing their membership figures as of February 28, 2008.  

It is apparent that they are doing so to balance their books, rather than take the time top discover 

their actual difference.  This unacceptable procedure necessitated the input of the ñAdjustmentò 

figures in the Report of Committee on Returns. 

 

Sales of supplies totaled $283.50. Operations expenses amounted to $845.28 making a 

deficit of $ 561.78 which amount was received from the Grand Treasurer.  Accounts receivable 

is $47.50. 

 

The Annual Returns were generally well prepared this year; however, there still remains 

those few who continue to ignore the SECRETARIES INSTRUCTIONS and file incomplete 

returns, i.e. missing required information.  The delinquent chapters not making their Annual 

Returns to this Grand Chapter on time will be fined IAW the Constitution and By-laws of this 

Grand Chapter.  

 

In closing, I wish to thank M.E C. Arthur Allen, MEGHP and all present and past Grand 

Officers and Constituent Secretaries for their cooperation this past year. 

 

Fraternally Submitted, 

Robert D. Chaput 

Grand Secretary  

 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RETURNS  

 

Membership as of February 28, 2008   3929 

     Exaulted    82 

     Affiliated    50 

     Reinstated      8 

     Adjustment        0 

     Gain   140 

     Deprived      9 

     Demitted    38 

     Suspended    79 

     Died   117 

     Unlocatable                     3 

     Adjustment               50 

 

        Loss  296 

 

       NET LOSS             156 

 

  Membership as of February 28, 2008       3773 
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ABSTRACT OF RETURNS 
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1   

Cumberland-

Mt. Vernon 

111  2 1   1     5 550 1  

2   

Montgomery-

St. Bernard 

184 1    2 2    8 961 0  

4   Jerusalem 80       2    9 358 3  

5   York 73 6  1  1  1    1 424 0  

6   Mt. Moriah 128  2  2  3 12 3    7 598 1  

7   Waldo 85 2    1 7     3 526 0  

9   Bradford 106 3        2 7 589 0  

11 Eagle 90   3       1 442 0  

12 Dunlap 41      1    5 201 1  

13 Joppa 146 3    3     1 201 1  

15 Somerset 56          1 346 0  

16 

Washington 

186 4 46   1     3 1000 1  

17 St. Croix 64 1    1     1 265 0  

19 Hancock 85 5     4  2  2 475 1  

21 Piscataquis 100 2 1        4 538 1  

22 Aurora 54 2     1    2 232 0  

24 Keystone 117 3     7    6 643 0  

26 Crescent 37     1      251 0  

27 Drummond 51 1  1  1 2    2 313 0  

28 Stevens 59 1     4    2 337 0  

29 Oxford 79 1    3 1    2 487 0  

31 Acadia 306 4    6 18    5 1716 1  

32 Unity 37 2          214 0  

33 Murray 95 2  1  2   5   574 1  

34 Franklin 59 1    3 1    4 294 0  

37 Winthrop 53 2          268 0  

40 Atlantic 33 6         3 196 0  

41 Turner 95 3    3     1 598 0  

43 Cushnoc 62 2 1   1 1   1 2 310 0  

48 Garfield 325 2    2     11 1450 1  

49 Mt. Horeb 23           148 0  

51 St. 55 1          298 0  
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Andrews 

52 Teconnet 56 3     2    5 355 0  

54 White 

Rose 

43 4 1       1 1 280 0  

56 Rumford 67     1     3 358 1  

57 Ira Berry 67 2          286 0  

60 Mt. 

Katahdin 

32 1         1 205 0  

62 Rabboni 57 1         3 355 0  

67 Kennebec 50        1   208 0  

72 Boaz 56 2          310 0  

73 Maine 153 2     1    2 748 0  

74 Mosiac 77 3     2  1  2 415 0  

75 Penobscot 40     2 10    2 216 2  

 Total 3773 82 50 8 0 38 79 3 9 4 117 19539 16  

 
REPORT OF THE MEMORIAL COMMITTEE  

 

Bar Harbor, Maine 

April 25, 2009, 

 

To the Most Excellent Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Maine 

 

 Your Memorial Committee would report that since our last Annual Convocation several 

members of Chapters in our Grand Jurisdiction have faithfully worked and nobly lived, having 

borne the heat and burden of the day, ands they have now come to the completion of their earthly 

Temple ï only to have been called to their everlasting refreshment and rest in the secret Temple 

of the Most High  Your Committee on Returns reports the passing of 117 members of our Maine 

Chapters whose loss is deeply mourned among their Companions and their families, to whom we 

all extend our heart-felt sympathy.  Of this number, 16 were Past High Priests of their Chapters. 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE  

 

 In these few moments and time of Remembrance, let us be still before our Great Creator 

and seek solace in his Spirit.  The Lord gives ands the Lord takes away , blessed be the name of 

the Lord! 

 

SCRIPTURE READING      From Psalm 3 1 NASB 

 

  In You, O Lord, I have taken refuge; Let me never be ashamed; 

  in Your righteousness deliver me.  Incline Your ear to me, rescue me quickly; 

  Be to me a rock of strength, A stronghold to save me.  For You are my rock 

  and my fortress; For Your nameôs You will  lead me and guide me. 

  You will pull me out of the net which they have secretly laid for me, For You 

  are my strength.  Into Your hands I commit my spirit; You have ransomed me, 

  O Lord, God of Truth.  How great is Your goodness, which you have stored up 
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  for those who fear You.  Be strong and let your heart take courage, All you who  

  hope in the Lord.  

 

 We pay a well merited tribute to these our Companions who have heard their names 

called in the great roll-call of the Craftsmen and who, having received their wages at the hands of 

the Supreme High Priest now have entered into their Eternal Rest.  

 

LET US PRAY:  

 

 No matter from whence we come; no matter whether we are traveling; no matter of what 

we are in pursuit/ we are ever mindful that we are continually approaching that far distant land 

from whose borne no traveler returns.  Man is born to die, but in death there is that glorious 

companionship that awaits the faithful in that Eternal Lodge above.  We pray for the souls of our 

departed Companions that they may be received into that Blessed Kingdom on high.  May we so 

labor here that we may there in that Kingdom also receive the wages of the faithful craftsman.  

Amen.     

  

BENEDICTION  

 

 And now unto the one who is able to keep us from falling, and to present each of us 

faultless before the presence of His Glory with great  joy; to the only wise God, our Father and 

our Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and for eternity.  Amen 

  

Fraternally submitted, 

 

Robert W. Ferguson, E. Grand Chaplain 

Rev. David E. Wigley, E. Grand Chaplain Emeritus 

W. Daniel Hill, Grand Chaplain 

 

 

REPORT ON COMMITTEE ON DOINGS OF GRAND OFFICERS  

 

 

Bar Harbor, Maine 

April 25, 2009 

 

To the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Maine: 

 

 Companions, the committee to whom were referred the doings of Grand Officers have 

attended to their duty and are pleased to submit the following report. 

 

 Chapter inspection reports and other documented activities submitted to this committee 

by those Grand Royal Arch Chapter Officers specifically required to do so by our Constitution 

and By-laws, were reviewed by this committee.  We offer our mist sincere congratulations and 

heartfelt gratitude for the outstanding manner in which you have performed your duties during 

the past year.  Every Companion in this room today share your feeling of strong distress for the 
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regrettable circumstances that exist in may of our subordinate chapters.  We applaud your 

endeavors at all times to emphasize the strengths observed during your official visits, as well as 

at regular visits within your assigned districts, and the courteous manner in which you always 

offered sound advice, support and assistance in an effort to improve deficiencies.  Not all is dark 

and dismal in our chapters as most of your Visitation Report noted at least on outstanding 

Companion.    

 

 Most Excellent C. Arthur Allen, this committee sees no need to recapitulate your exemplary 

performance during the past year as shared with us in your Annual Report.  Well in advance of 

your ascending to the highest office within the gift of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Maine,  

you began to apply the most crucial elements of good management and leadership; that of 

developing a plan of action based on sound judgment, accurate appraisal of conditions within     

our Order, and focusing attention only on those areas needing special attention.  As reported 

earlier in y our formal address, you made 13 out-of-state visitations and attended and/or 

participated in 125 in-state Masonic meetings.  Yet you found time to formulate and distribute  

two sets of excellent pamphlets dealing with membership recruitment and retention. Members of  

this committee are convinced that while prevailing conditions throughout this Grand Jurisdiction 

could be much better, your leadership by example and the outward manifestation of  your 

personal qualities to inspire hope has rejuvenated many in our Order who were about ready to 

capitulate to the inevitable force of mental stagnation. 

 

 You and your entire team can be justly proud of your accomplishments during this past year, 

bringing to mind a familiar passage in one of our degrees; ñand by them transmitted to their  

posterity as Marks, by which they should make themselves known and be distinguished by each 

other forever after.ò  While your marks of excellence may not be of ñDiving Institution,ò your 

dilligent labors during your term has certainly left itôs mark on  your grateful Companions. 

  Most Excellent, this committee wishes to thank  you for the privilege of serving this 

 Grand Chapter.  We look hopefully forward to another year of inspirational leadership to  

stimulate us all to higher levels of dedicated and intense activity in an effort to preserve this  

beautiful and important York Rite Body of Freemasonry.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

John D. Baggett, Chairman 

Douglas B. Taylor 

Henry R. Carey 

Walter A. Knight 

 

REPORT ON CONDITION OF THE FRATERNITY  

 

Bar Harbor, Maine 

April 25, 2009 

 

To the Officers and Members of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Maine 

 

 Your committee has reviewed 39 of the 44 Chapters in this Grand Jurisdiction and makes 

the following report. 
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ATTENDANCE: 

 

 Of the reports reviewed, all Chapters held a meeting for their inspection; twenty seven 

did degree work, seven did a school of instruction while five others did nothing. Of the twenty 

seven Chapters that did degree work, fourteen Chapters had their regular line officers do the 

work, and thirteen Chapters had specialists with officers do the work. Of the degreeôs worked 

five Chapters did the RA, four Chapters did the MEM, and eighteen Chapters did the MMM. 

There were a total of 363 members present at inspection for an average of 9.6 per inspection. 

There were a total of 160 visitors for an average of 4.2 per inspection. There were a total of 106 

past and present Grand Chapter Officers present for an average of 2.8.The attendance of 

members that are PHP at inspections was 291 for an average of 7.87  

 

 Of the thirty nine Chapters reviewed, the current Chapter membership is at a low of 25 

members and a high of 345 members. 

 

CONDITION: 

 

 The Book of Marks was rated Excellent to poor. Seven Chapters books are not up to date, 

and one Chapter is seven years behind.  

 

 Thirty-seven Chapters reported they have three copies of the Constitution and By-laws, 

Jurisprudence and Digest of Grand Chapter of Maine and one Chapter reported only having two. 

 

 The equipment of the Chapters is still in a clean and usable state, but it seems that some 

of the robes are for smaller men and larger ones may be needed. The Chapters do take good care 

of their robes and equipment. The condition of equipment was rated excellent and very good. 

Chapters reported the insurance on their equipment varied from 3,000.00 to 2,000,000.00 while 

some Chapter did not know if they had insurance.   

 

FINANCES: 

 

The Chapters, for the most part are financially sound.  Chapters report their total assets 

ranging from $1,000 to $322,000 with no Chapters reporting any debt although this information 

is missing from some inspection reports.  Some Chapters reported that the Secretary and 

Treasurer Books are not audited prior to their Annual Meeting.  

 

 The annual dues range from a low of $ 10.00 in one Chapter to $40.00 dollars in another.  

 

 The annual rent range from $0 to $1,260, plus a percentage of utilities and insurances. 

 

The records of the Secretary were presented for inspection in all but one Chapter.  The 

annual report is spread upon the record in all but three Chapters.  
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The records of the Treasurer were presented for inspection in all but five Chapters.  The 

annual report is spread upon the records in all but five Chapters.  This is unacceptable, the 

treasurer and secretary books must be presented to be examine by the inspecting officer. 

 

PERSONNEL: 

 The attendance of the line officers at the Annual Inspections is holding reasonably steady 

at 75%.  The average number of line officers that are Past High Priests is, at best, a guesstimate 

of 42 % per Chapter.  In too many inspection reports this information is not properly recorded 

and, in some reports, not at all.   

 

 The Chapters, for the most part, are apparently shuffling their officers and members 

around when the time comes to conferring degrees.  There is little indication from the inspection 

reports that the officers perform that part of the degrees associated with the office in which they 

have been installed. 

 

 Thirty-five Chapters were reportedly represented at the last Grand Convocation.  Twenty 

three Chapters were represented by one or more of their Council Officers. 

 

 Thirty two Chapters reported that at least one of their officers (HP, K, S, Secôy) attended 

a School of Instruction. 

 

 Twenty two Chapters reported they had exchanged work or assisted other Chapters in 

their degree work. 

 

RATINGS: 

 

 The final rating for the thirty-nine inspection reports received is: 

     Ex VG G F P NOT RATED 

  Opening  6 16 11 3 0  3 

 Closing  2 10 16 3 0  8             

Work   7 9 10 1 0           12 

  Final   7 13 16 3 0             0 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

 After reviewing the thirty-nine inspection reports, it is rather obvious some of our 

Chapters have improve from last year, but some Chapter might consider merging with another to 

survive, but members must want to support there Chapter now and in the future. 

 

 Chapters for the most part appear to be financially solvent.  With a few Chapters 

reporting their total assets of $1,000 and more, it would seem that these Chapters have   

increased their finances from the previous year. 

 

 Advancing age is taking its toll in all of our Chapters.  This is a perpetual problem in all 

organizations and must be continually addressed.    
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

 The recommendations of the past are still pertinent today: 

 

1.  District Deputy should be required to attend a school of instruction explaining the 

proper answers to be used in filling out there inspection reports, to many question 

improperly answered or not answered at all. All form to be turned-in in a reasonable time 

frame. 

2. The Chapters should be actively involve with their blue lodge, do a social Function or a  

      blue lodge degree. Remember blue lodge is our only source of Members. 

3.  It should be required that each Chapter must present degree work at their                   

inspection, even if assistance from visitors or Grand Chapter Officers is needed.                  

4.  Chapters should be encouraged to support and assist other Chapters, especially those 

Chapters that can function by themselves.  Helping other Chapters is one of our 

mainstays. 

5. Chapters must present the Treasure and Secretary Books to be audited and examine to 

prevent discrepancy. 

6.  Each district should be required to hold at least one School of Instruction every year and 

the District Deputy is required to coordinate the necessary arrangements. 

7. The five Chapters not presenting treasurer books must be checked as soon as possible. 

This is a situation that cannot be allowed to continue 

Respectively submitted, 

 

                                                                                                                         ME David J. Billings 

                                                                                                                               E Rene D. Doiron 

ROYAL ARCH RESEARCH ASSISTANCE  

   

Cumberland-Mt. Vernon #2   $  11.00 

York #5     $  83.00 100% 

Mt. Moriah #6     $    4.00 

Waldo #7     $  41.00   

Bradford #9     $255.00 100%  

Dunlap #12     $  16.00 

Washington #16    $  16.00 

Jephthah #17     $  48.00 

St. Croix #17     $  13.00 

Keystone #24     $267.00 100%  

Crescent #26     $  23.00   

Drummond #27    $138.50 100% 

Stevens #28     $  44.00 100% 

Franklin #34     $  37.00 

Winthrop #37     $  22.00 

Cushnoc #43     $  29.00 

Garfield #48     $    9.00 

Teconnet #52     $  18.00 

White Rose #54    $  12.00  
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Rumford #56     $  15.00  

Rabboni #62     $  22.00 

Kennebec #67     $  54.00 100% 

King Hiram #70    $  12.00 

Boaz #72     $  10.00 

Mosiac #74     $  15.00 100% 

Lubec #76     $  12.00 

 

Constituent Chapterôs Total   $1,226.50 

 

Grand Royal Arch Chapter   $526.80 

Leslie M. Gray    $  20.00  

 

Total      $1,772.80 

 

COMMITTEE ON HISTORY  

 
No Report Received 

 

COMMITTEE ON MASONIC UNIFICATION AND COOPERATION  

 

Bar Harbor, Maine 

April 25, 2009 

 

To the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Maine 

 

Your Committee on Masonic Unification Cooperation makes the following report: 

 

      This Committee consists of the same Companions which made up this Committee last  

year and it is quite visible that very few have read last years report, so the  second paragraph of 

 that report I will now ñREPRINTò. 

 

ñIt is the opinion of the present Members of this Committee that the more logical 

 members to comprise this Committee would be the three presiding Grand Officers of the  

York Rite Bodies.  They should be able by the powers granted them, by virtue of their  

Officeôs to formulate and put into action, efforts for our improvement as a Rite.  A Committee  

comprised of Past Grand Officers cannot be as effective as those who are governing the several  

bodies of the Rite for the time being.ò 

 

  It might be wise for these powers that be, to include in their Committee, those persons in  

the offices following them.  That they in turn, might not be able to plead innocent of knowing  

what planning might be taking place before them. 

 

  Repeating one more item from last years report. 

 

  ñDo we really need to extend our meeting over a four day period?ò 
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Fraternally submitted, 

Gordon L. Kimball, Sr. , Chairman 

Colwyn F. Haskell 

Robert V. Damon 

GRIEVANCES AND APPEALS 

 

No Report Received 

 

JURISPRUDENCE, DISPENSATIONS AND CHARTERS 

 

Bar Harbor, Maine 

April 25, 2009 

 

To the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Maine: 

 

 Your Committee on Jurisprudence, Dispensations and Charters submits the following 

report: 

 

 Dispensations granted and decisions made by our Most Excellent Grand High Priest were 

all in accordance with the Constitution and By-laws of this Grand Chapter.  We commend Most 

Excellent Companion Allen for his dedication to Capitular Masonry, representing the Grand 

Chapter of Maine and all companions, as he traveled this and other jurisdictions.  

 

Fraternally submitted, 

Dwight C. Whitney, Sr. 

Daniel C. Pratt 

Robert V. Damon 

 

CONSTITUTION LAWS AND GENERAL REGULATIONS  

OF THE 

GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER OF MAINE  

 

MOTIONS AND PROPOSALS 

 

Bar Harbor, Maine 

April 25, 2009 

 

 There were no Motions and/or proposals made at the 2008 Annual Convocation to be 

voted on at the 2009 Convocation. 

 

 There were no Motions and/or Proposals made at the 2009 Annual Convocations to be 

voted on at the 2010 Convocation. 

 

TRIENNIAL REPORT  

 

Bar Harbor, Maine 
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April 25, 2009 

 

To the Most Excellent Grand High Priest, Officers and Members of the Grand Royal Arch 

Chapter of Maine: 

 The 67
th
 Triennial of the General Grand Chapter and the General Grand Council was held 

August 28-30, 2008 in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

 

 The session was attended by  D.G.G.H.P. David J. Billings and his Lady Mary, P.G.H.P. 

John O. Bond, Sr., M.E.G.H.P. C. Arthur Allen, M.I.G.M. Daniel B. Carey, Jr. ands Lady 

Heather.  

 

 The M.E.G.G.H.P.  Larry Gray ran an excellent session leading us through some difficult 

items.  The session concluded with Emory J. Ferguson being installed as the G.G.H.P. and Joe 

Vale as the M.I.G.G.M.  The 68
th
 Triennial will be hosted by G.G.C. in 2011 

 

Respectively submitted, 

David J. Billings 

P.G.G.H.P. 

 

HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER 

 

To the Most Excellent Grand High Priest, Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Maine and Companions: 

 

Hands Across the Border 

Auburn, Maine   October 24 & 25, 2008 

 

     The Forty-Seventh session of Hands Across the Border, was held at the Masonic Hall in 

Auburn, Maine.  The host Chapter was Bradford Chapter No. 9.  Friday evening was a social 

evening to meet, greet and renew old friendships, with fish chowder and sandwiches for supper, 

which was enjoyed by all. After supper we went upstairs to the Lodge Hall where the Royal Arch 

Degree team directed by M.E. Raymond J McLellan, put on the play December Rose. 

 

     Saturday morning we reconvened at 10:00 A.M. Welcome from M.E. C. Arthur Allen, G.H.P. 

of Maine, introduced the First Grand Principal of New Brunswick, M.E. Harold C. Planta. 

Introductions of the Grand Officers of New Brunswick were done by P.F.G.P. Fred Healy. 

P.G.H.P. Leslie E. Buzzell introduced the Grand Officers of Maine. The Chapter was turned over 

to the First Grand Principal, who turned it over to P.F.G.P. Fred Healy for the presentation of the 

Mark Master Mason Degree. 

 

     A recess was called while the ladies went downstairs to attend a program, put on by Lady 

Pam Allen. Work was reconvened where the Officers from New Brunswick, did a very 

impressive Mark Master Mason Degree.  Both groups reunited at 11:30 A.M. And had lunch at 

12:00 noon.  After lunch we were sent on our way home with a prayer from ñOld Dougò    

 

Fraternally submitted, 
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Ernest A. Lowell, D.G.H.P.    

REPORT ON BY-LAWS 

Bar Harbor, Maine 

April 25, 2009 

 

To the Grand High Priest, Officers and Members of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Mine: 

 

 The Committee on By-Laws have reviewed all changes to constituent Chapters By-Laws 

and find them acceptable according to the Constitution and Regulations of the Grand Chapter of 

Maine. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert D. Chaput 

Leslie E. Buzzell 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT  

  

Bar Harbor, Maine 

April 25, 2009 

 

To the Grand High Priest, Officers and Members of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Maine: 

 

 We have examined the records of the Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer and find them 

correct as printed.  Although the budget for 2009-2010 is aggressive, we recognize the need to 

promote membership on a large scale.  The increase of two dollars for each member of the 

subordinate chapters last year has greatly assist in meeting this yearôs budget.  We recommend 

the approval of these two reports as well as the budget of $53,770.     

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Edgar E. Carr, Jr. 

Robert V. Damon  

David J. Billings 

 

GRAND CHAPTER BUDGET 2009-2010 

 

   Dues & Fees      $  16,250 

   Interest, Investments & Administration         32,520 

   Return of Per Diem                            5,000  

  

   Total Projected Receipts    $  53,770    

 

   Disbursements/Expenses  Budget 

 

   GHP/Designee Travel     $  6,250 
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   GHP Office Expense         1,500 

   Inspections              500 

   Grand Convocation Expense        5,500 

   Per Diem & Mileage         3,500   

   Payroll Taxes          1,600 

   Grand Secretaryôs Salary        7,000 

   Grand Treasurerôs Salary        2,500 

   Gr. Sec Off Exp/Petty Cash/Proceedings      4,400 

   Office Expense Grand Treasurer       2,500   

   Rent           4,400 

   General Grand RAC Per Capita       4,000 

   Schools/Meetings            500 

   Bond Insurance (3 Years)               0 

   GHP Apron             500 

   Regalia          2,000 

   Equipment Purchases            500  

   Grand Lecturerôs Expense           750 

   Triennial Fund Transfer           500 

   Hands Across the Border Fund          500 

   Degree Masterôs Expense           950 

   Coordinatorôs Honorarium           300 

   Membership          5,000 

   Maine Masonic Council           200 

   Grand Chapter Internet Fees           120 

   Miscellaneous          2,500 

  

   Total Budget      $ 53,770 

 

Fraternally submitted 

Robert V. Damon 

Edgar E. Carr, Jr. 

David J. Billings   

 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICITY AND VISIBILITY  

 

No report received 

 

RITUAL  

 

Bar Harbor, Maine 

April 25, 2009 

 

To the Grand High Priest, Officers and Members of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Maine: 

 

 Youôre Committee on Ritual wishes to report that no proposed changes to the Ritual have 

been submitted to this Committee for review this past year. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Robert V. Damon 

Daniel C. Pratt 

P. Davis Couture 

Leslie E. Buzzell 

 
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE  

 

Bar Harbor, Maine 

April 25, 2009 

 

Due to the adverse economy conditions it was voted by the Trustees of the Charity Fund to 

discontinue the award of scholarships until further notice.  However, those who were committed 

in previous years will be fulfilled. 

 

Fraternally submitted, 

M.E. Raymond J. McLellan, Chairman 

Edgar E. Carr, Jr. 

Colwyn F. Haskell 

 

REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTE E 

 

Bar Harbor, Maine 

April 25, 2009  

 

To the Grand High Priest, Permanent Members, Constituent Chapters and Companions: 

 

 The Committee on Membership submits the following report; 

 

 This committee has not received one invitation from a constituent Chapter this past year 

2008-2009.  This committee was ready and prepared to assist the Chapters in their membership 

programs. 

 It seems to this committee that individual Chapters expect Grand Chapter to fix all  

problems that each chapter is experiencing, yet none try to address any of their problems on their 

own. 

 

 Your Grand High Priest and committee has had the tools to assist in this endeavor, yet 

have not been asked for their assistance the past two year. 

 

 How can you constituent Chapters expect growth if you can not do anything to help 

yourself.  Is it any wonder why we have had many mergers/consolidations in the past 5 years and 

more to come if you continue this attitude of apathy? 

 

 WE have been exclaiming for years that if you have growth in the Blue Lodges then a 

ripple effect will naturally take place and our Chapters will grow. 
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 You have to make thing happen, they will not occur with out some work. 

   

 How long before you wake up and smell the coffee, before it is too late?  In many cases it 

is already too late. 

 

Fraternally submitted, 

 

Leslie E. Buzzell, Chairman  

 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON AMENDMEN TS TO THE CONSTITUTION  

 

Bar Harbor, Maine 

April 25, 2009  

 

Your Committee on Amendments to the Constitution report that no matters have been 

referred to the committee this past Capitular year. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Dwight C. Whitney, Chairman 

L. Richard Duross 

John D. Baggett 

 

 

COMMITTEE ON UNFINISHE D BUSINESS 

 

Bar Harbor, Maine 

April 25, 2009 

 

To the M.E. Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Mine: 

 

 All other business of the Grand Chapter having been completed, the only business 

remaining is any new business, the Election and the Installation of GRAND OFFICERS, and the 

date and place of the next annual Grand Convocation. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jesse R. Rollins 

Kenneth R. Libby 

G. Dean Hoke 

 

ELECTION  

 

The Grand High Priest invited Ex. Companion Henry R. Carey to assume the East and preside 

over the Election of Officers. 
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The following were elected by acclamation: 

  

 Ernest A. Lowell    M.E. Grand High Priest 

 Robert M. Hennessey R.E. Deputy Grand High Priest 

 Paul B. Grondin R.E. Grand King 

 Harold E. Birt, Jr.  R.E. Grand Scribe 

 Raymond J. McLellan M.E. Grand Treasurer 

 Robert D. Chaput R.E. Grand Secretary 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE  

  

 Edgar E. Carr, Jr Three year term 

 Robert V. Damon Two year term 

 David J. Billings One year term 

 

 

CHARITY FUND COMMITTEE  

  

 John D. Baggett Three year term 

 John O. Bond, Sr. Two year term 

 Colwyn F. Haskell One year term 

 

 

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS  

 

By M.E. Douglas B. Taylor as M.E. Grand High Priest, Assisted by 

M.E. John O. Bond, Sr.. as Grand Captain of the Host 

R.E. John D. Baggett as Grand Chaplain 
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ERNEST A. LOWELL  

MOST EXCELLENT GRAND HIGH PRIEST  

OF MAINE  
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Ernest A. Lowell was installed as Most Excellent Grand High Priest, and he made the following 

appointments. 

 

APPOINTED OFFICERS 

  

 Jeffrey C. Le Doux   R.E. D.D.G.H.P. 

 Randy L. Adams    R.E. D.D.G.H.P. 

 R. Nelson Pearson R.E. D.D.G.H.P. 

 Jethro D. Pease R.E. D.D.G.H.P. 

 Steven B. Cobb R.E. D.D.G.H.P. 

 Lawrence W. Pringle R.E. D.D.G.H.P. 

 Leslie E. Buzzell E. Asst. Grand Treasurer 

 Gordon E. Reynolds R.E. Asst. Grand Secretary 

 W. Daniel Hill E. Grand Chaplain 

 Robert W. Ferguson E. Grand Chaplain 

 Rev. David E. Wigley  E. Grand Chaplain Emeritus 

 Bruce W. Clark   E. Grand Captain of the Host 

 Frank T. Palmer  R.E. Grand Principal Sojourner 

 Howard C. Weymouth   E. Grand Royal Arch Captain 

 Reginald A. Page E. Grand Master 3
rd

 Veil 

 Timothy A. Briggs E. Grand Master 2
nd

 Veil 

 Jeffrey L. Breton E. Grand Master 1
st
 Veil 

 Richard L. Dorian E. Grand Steward 

 Peter Davis Couture M.E. Grand Lecturer 

 Colwyn F. Haskell M.E. Asst. Grand Lecturer 

 Brian S. Messing E. Asst. Grand Lecturer 

 Raymond J. McLellan M.E. Degree Team Director 

 Peter Davis Couture M.E. Asst. Degree Team Director 

 Roland D. Martin R.E.  Asst. Degree Team Director 

 David J. Billings E. Grand Organist 

 Clyde A. Roth  E. Asst. Grand Organist 

 Daniel T. Crowley  E. Grand Sentinel 

 Charles E. Wadleigh E. Grand Coordinator 

 Harold E. Birt, Jr.  Web Master 

 

GRAND HIGH PRIES T 

 

Grand High Priest Acceptance Speech 

 

Bar Harbor, Maine 

April 25, 2009 

 

My  Companions and Guests: 

 How humble it makes me feel to be honored by those who have preceded me in this 

position.  Those who have been closely associated with me will know, that it is with the greatest 

of pride and pleasure that I accept this great honor of being elected to this distinguished office, 
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and I thank you for this great honor.  I cannot express my appreciation enough for your allowing 

me to wear this symbol of authority within this Grand Chapter.  It is a symbol that has been worn 

by devoted masons in the past.  These masons have left a lasting impression that is felt today.  I 

have had the good fortune to know some of this past distinguished chain of leadership and will 

look to them for guidance.  The responsibilities I face can only be archived by hard work, the 

blessing of God, brotherly love and plenty of assistance from each of you. 

 

 Recent occupants have set standards which I can not hope to equal, however I do hope to 

visit every Chapter this coming year and also some out of state visits.  I will attend Chapters 

whenever possible.  Companions, if you need help, feel free to call upon your Grand Chapter 

officers.  We are there to help you. 

 

 To my Grand Officers, I have selected you because of your ability and dedication to the 

Craft.  It is expected that you will be on hand to assist and be present at Chapters in your area.  I 

trust that your assistance and presence will prompt your peers and me to congratulate you on a 

job well done.  Attend your Blue Lodges; this is where Capitular Masons acquires members. 

 

GOALS FOR THE YEAR  

 

 I will attempt to visit every Chapter in this jurisdiction at least once during the year and 

hope to meet many new friends which I will not forget. 

 

 I will request each inspecting officer to set up a school in his area, with several Chapters 

joined together.  This will relieve some of the extra work our Lecturers have. 

 

 Companions, we have a challenge this year, our membership is sliding down hill.  We 

have packets available, for the newly raised Master Mason, which I believe can be a good tool 

for us.  Get these in the hands of new Master Masons or a Brother who might be interested in 

learning more about York Rite Masonry.  We can sit and do nothing, and keep sliding down hill, 

or we can show what we have to offer and have candidates. 

 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

 

 Ernest A. Lowell 

Grand High Priest  

 

STANDING COMMITTEES  

 

GRAND CHAPTER COMMITTEES 2009-2010 

Standing Committees  

 

Amendments to M.Ex. Dwight C. Whitney 
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Constitution (CH) 

R.Ex. John D. Baggett  

M.Ex. Daniel C. Pratt  

Condition of 

Fraternity 

M.Ex. David J. Billings 

(CH) 

M.Ex. John O. Bond, Sr.  

Credentials 

R.Ex. William H. Sawyer 

(CH) 

Ex. Gordon W. Harrington  

Ex. Leslie M. Gray  

Doings of Grand 

Officers 

R.Ex. John D. Baggett 

(CH) 

M.Ex. Douglas B. Taylor  

Ex. Henry R. Carey  

Ex. Walter A. Knight  

History 

M.Ex. John O. Bond, Sr. 

(CH) 

M.Ex. Colwyn F. Haskell  

Jurisprudence 

M.Ex. Dwight C. Whitney 

(CH) 

M.Ex. Robert V. Damon  

M.Ex. Daniel C. Pratt  

M.Ex. Leslie E. Buzzell  

Memorials 

Ex. Robert W. Ferguson 

(CH) 

Ex. W. Daniel Hill  

Rev. & Ex David E. 

Wigley, Sr.  

Returns 

R.Ex. Robert D. Chaput 

(CH) 

M.Ex. Jesse R. Rollins  

R.Ex. Robert M. 

Hennessey  

Ex. Leopold R. LaRiviere, 

Jr.  

Unfinished 

Business 

M.Ex. Jesse R. Rollins 

(CH) 

M.Ex. Kenneth R. Libby  

M.Ex. C. Arthur Allen  
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Special 

Committees  

 

Awards 

M.Ex. David J. Billings 

(CH) 

M.Ex. G. Dean Hoke  

M.Ex. Kenneth R. Libby  

Annual 

Convocation 

Ex. Charles E. Wadleigh 

(CH) 

M.Ex. Raymond J. 

McLellan  

M.Ex. Kenneth R. Libby  

R.Ex. Robert D. Chaput  

By-Laws 

M.Ex. Leslie E. Buzzell 

(CH) 

R.Ex. Robert D. Chaput  

R.Ex. Robert M. 

Hennessey  

Dispensations & 

Charters 

Ex. Paul A. Adams (CH) 

M.Ex. G. Dean Hoke  

M.Ex. Edgar E. Carr, Jr.  

General Grand 

Chapter 

Distinguished 

Service Medal 

M.Ex. Daniel C. Pratt 

(CH) 

M.Ex. Raymond J. 

McLellan  

M.Ex. Colwyn F. Haskell  

Masonic 

Unification & 

Cooperation 

R.Ex. Gordon L. Kimball, 

Jr. (CH) 

M.Ex. Robert V. Damon  

M.Ex. Colwyn F. Haskell  

Ex. Howard C. Weymouth  

Membership 

M.Ex. Leslie E. Buzzell 

(CH) 

M.Ex. G. Dean Hoke  

R.Ex. Paul B. Grondin  

Publicity & 

Visibility  

M.Ex. Peter Davis Couture 

(CH) 
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M.Ex. Jesse R. Rollins  

Ex. John Nompleggi  

R.Ex. Paul B. Grondin  

Ritual 

M.Ex. Daniel C. Pratt 

(CH) 

M.Ex. Robert V. Damon  

M.Ex. Peter Davis Couture  

M.Ex. Leslie E. Buzzell  

Royal Arch 

Research 

Assistance 

M.Ex. David J. Billings 

(CH) 

M.Ex. Kenneth R. Libby  

M.Ex. Jesse R. Rollins  

M.Ex. C. Arthur Allen  

Donald Bowden 

Scholarship 

M.Ex. Raymond J. 

McLellan (CH) 

Ex. Walter M. MacDougall  

M.Ex. Colwyn F. Haskell  

M.Ex. Edgar E. Carr, Jr.  

R.Ex. John D. Baggett  

Triennial 

R.Ex. Robert D. Chaput 

(CH) 

M.Ex. Kenneth R. Libby  

M.Ex. C. Arthur Allen  

Officer 

Continuity 

M.Ex. Kenneth R. Libby 

(CH) 

M.Ex. Ernest A. Lowell  

R.Ex. Robert M. 

Hennessey  

R.Ex. Paul B. Grondin  

Hands Across the 

Border 

R.Ex. Robert M. 

Hennessey (CH) 

R.Ex. Robert D. Chaput  

M.Ex. Ernest A. Lowell  

R.Ex. Donald K. Rice  

 

 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION  

Dwight C. Whitney (CH) 434-5055 125 Whitney St Jonesboro 04648-9709 

John D. Baggett  469-3320 164 East Side Dr. Verona  04416-3103 

Daniel C. Pratt   429-8595 165 Pleasant St. Clinton 04927-9728 



 42 

CONDITION OF THE FRATERNITY  

David J. Billings (CH) 967-3718 PO Box 677  Kennebunkport04046-0677 

John O. Bond, Sr.  748-0999 50 Waterside Ln So. Berwick  03908 

 

CREDENTIALS  

William H. Sawyer (Ch)  993-2627 455 Leeman Arm Palermo 04354-6710 

Leslie M. Gray  269-2813 P.O. Box 140  Etna  04434-0140 

Gordon W. Harrington 963-5820 P.O. Box 113  Winter Harbor 04693-0113 

 

DOINGS OF GRAND OFFICERS 

John D. Baggett (Ch)  469-3320 164 East Side Dr. Verona  04416-3103 

Henry R. Carey  354-8862 100 Main St.  Thomaston 04861 

Walter A. Knight  565-2384 73 Blackwoods Rd. Franklin 04634-3217 

Douglas B. Taylor  634-3294 41 Old Norridgewock Rd., Fairfield  04330  

 

GRIEVANCES AND APPEALS 

(As required) 

HISTORY  

John O. Bond, Sr (CH) 748-0999 50 Waterside Ln. South Berwick 03908-1743 

Colwyn F. Haskell  824-2724 P.O. Box 1295  Bethel  04217-1295   

 

JURISPRUDENCE ï DISPENSATIONS & CHARTERS 

Dwight C. Whitney (Ch) 434-5055 125 Whitney St Jonesboro 04648-9709 

Daniel C. Pratt   426-8595 165 Pleasant St. Clinton 04927-9728 

Robert V. Damon  782-4721 151 Stetson Rd. Auburn 04210-6423 

Leslie E. Buzzell  783-4153 P.O. Box 1546  Auburn 04211-1546 

 

GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL  

Daniel C. Pratt (CH)  429-8595 165 Pleasant St. Clinton 04927-9728 

Colwyn F. Haskell  824-2724 PO Box 1295  Bethel  04217-1295 

Raymond J. McLellan  846-4724 52 Bates St.  Yarmouth 04096 

 

MASONIC UNIFICATION CO OPERATION  

Gordon L. Kimball, Sr (CH) 657-3432 107 Yarmouth Rd. Gray  04039-7500 

Colwyn F. Haskell  824-2724 P.O. Box 1295  Bethel  04217-1295 

Robert V. Damon  782 4721 151 Stetson Rd. Auburn 04210 

Howard C. Weymouth 876-3702 P.O. Box 4  Abbot  04406-0004 

 

MEMBERSHIP  

Leslie E. Buzzell  783-4153 P.O. Box 1546  Auburn 04211-1546 

G. Dean Hoke   469-6326 Box 248   Orland  04472 

Paul D. Grondin  924-7093 P.O. Box 153  Garland 04939 

 

PUBLICITY AND VISABILITY  

Peter Davis Couture (CH) 465-7277 P.O. Box 775  Oakland 04963-0775 

Jesse R. Rollins  469-3865 442 Bucksmills Rd Bucksport 04416-4830 
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John Nompleggi  967-4375  43 Mt. Kineo Rd. Kennebunkport 04046 

Paul D. Grondin  924-7093 P.O. Box 153  Garland 04939 

 

RITUAL  

Daniel C. Pratt  (Ch)  426-8595 165 Pleasant St. Clinton 04927-9728 

Robert V. Damon  782-4721 151 Stetson Rd. Auburn 04210-6423 

Peter Davis Couture  465-7277 P.O. Box 775  Oakland 04963-0775 

Leslie E. Buzzell  783-4153 P.O. Box 1546  Auburn 04211-1546 

 

ROYAL ARCH RESEARCH ASSISTANCE  

David J. Billings (CH) 967-3718 P.O. Box 677  Kennebunkport04046-0677 

Kenneth R. Libby  465-3285 664 Belgrade Rd. Oakland 04963 

Jesse R. Rollins  469-3865 442 Bucksmills Rd. Bucksport 04416 

C. Arthur Allen  786-7865 420 Hotel Rd.  Auburn 04210 

 

MEMORIALS  

Robert W. Ferguson (Ch) 324-2615 P.O. Box 97  Springvale 04083-0097 

W. Daniel Hill   635-2439 582 River Rd.  No. Anson 04958  

David E. Wigley  883-3974 Old Blue Pt. Rd. Scarborough 04074 

 

RETURNS 

Robert D. Chaput (Ch) 942-2750 29 Hillside Dr.  Hampden 04444-1742 

Jesse R. Rollins  69-3865 442 Bucksmills Rd. Bucksport 04416-4830 

Leopold R. Lariviere  286-8455 31 Rosewood Dr. Saco  04072 

Robert M. Hennessey  263-5711 P.O. Box 412  East Machias 04630-5711   

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Jesse R. Rollins (Ch)  469-3865 442 Bucksmills Rd. Bucksport 04416-4830 

Kenneth R. Libby  465-3285 664 Belgrade Rd. Oakland 04963 

C. Arthur Allen  786-7865 420 Hotel Rd.  Auburn 04210 

 

BY-LAWS 

Leslie E. Buzzell  783-4153 P.O.  Box 1546 Auburn 04211-1546 

Robert D. Chaput  942-2750 29  Hillside Dr. Hampden 04444-1742 

Robert M. Hennessey  263-5711 P.O. Box 412  East Machias 04630-0412 

 

HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER 

Robert M. Hennessey  263-5711 P.O. Box 412  East Machias 04630-0412   

Robert D. Chaput  942-2750 29 Hillside Dr.  Hampden 04444-1742 

Ernest A. Lowell  778-2063 304 Middle St.  Farmington 04938-6963 

Donald K. Rice  853-4118 51 Boynton St. Eastport 04681 

 

DONALD E. BOWDEN SCHOLARSHIPS 

Raymond J. McLellan (Ch) 846-4724 52 Bates St.  Yarmouth 04096-8314 

Colwyn F. Haskell  824-2724 P.O. Box 1295  Bethel  04217-1295 

Walter M. MacDougall 469-7016 75 Sargent Hill Dr. Milo  04463-1700 
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Edgar E. Carr, Jr  723-8661 P.O. Box 698  Millinocket 04462-0698 

John D. Baggett  469-3220 164 East Side Dr. Verona  04416-3103 

 

TRIENNIAL  

Robert D. Chaput (CH) 942-2750 29 Hillside Dr.  Hampden 04444-1742 

Kenneth R. Libby  465-3285 664 Belgrade Rd. Oakland 04963 

C. Arthur Allen  786-7865 420 Hotel Rd.  Auburn 04210 

 

OFFICER CONTINUITY  

Kenneth R. Libby (CH) 465-3285 664 Belgrade Rd. Oakland 04963  

Ernest A. Lowell  778-2063 304 Middle St.  Farmington 04938 

Robert M. Hennessey  263-5711 P.O. Box 412  East Machias 04630-0412 

Paul B. Grondin  924-7093 P.O. Box 153  Garland 04939  

 

 

Visitation Schedule  

 

 

Chapter Location Date Officer  

Montgomery & St. 

Bernard, No. 2 
Bath 05/21/09 

R.Ex. Steven 

B. Cobb 

Turner, No. 41 Turner 05/26/09 
R.Ex. Jeffrey 

C. LeDoux 

Drummond, No. 

27 
Oakland 06/03/09 

M.Ex. Ernest 

A. Lowell 

Winthrop, No. 37 Readfield 06/03/09 

R.Ex. 

Lawrence W. 

Pringle 

Stevens, No. 28 Newport 06/08/09 
R.Ex. Randy 

L. Adams 

Rumford, No. 56 Rumford 06/08/09 
R.Ex. Jeffrey 

C. LeDoux 

Cumberland-Mt. 

Vernon, No. 1 
Yarmouth 09/26/09 

R.Ex. Steven 

B. Cobb 

Atlantic, No. 40 Vinalhaven 09/26/09 R.Ex. Jethro D. 
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Pease 

Oxford, No. 29 Norway 09/16/09 
M.Ex. Ernest 

A. Lowell 

Mt. Horeb, No. 49 Mattawamkeag 09/18/09 
R.Ex. Harold 

E. Birt, Jr. 

White Rose , No. 

54 
Sanford 09/23/09 

R.Ex. R. 

Nelson 

Pearson 

Mt. Katahdin, No. 

60 
Millinocket 09/29/09 

R.Ex. Paul B. 

Grondin 

Somerset, No. 15 Skowhegan 09/30/09 
R.Ex. Jeffrey 

C. LeDoux 

Cushnoc, No. 43 Augusta 10/01/09 
R.Ex. Jethro D. 

Pease 

Joppa, No. 13 South Portland 10/01/09 

R.Ex. R. 

Nelson 

Pearson 

Rabboni, No. 62 Milo 10/02/09 
R.Ex. Randy 

L. Adams 

Boaz, No. 72 New Gloucester 10/03/09 
M.Ex. Ernest 

A. Lowell 

Acadia, No. 31 Ellsworth 10/06/09 
R.Ex. Robert 

M. Hennessey 

Hancock, No. 19 Bucksport 10/07/09 
R.Ex. Randy 

L. Adams 

Franklin, No. 34 Wilton 10/08/09 
R.Ex. Steven 

B. Cobb 

Washington, No. 

16 
Machias 10/08/09 

R.Ex. Randy 

L. Adams 

Dunlap, No. 12 China 10/09/09 
M.Ex. Ernest 

A. Lowell 

York, No. 5 Saco 10/09/09 R.Ex. R. 
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Nelson 

Pearson 

Unity, No. 32 South Berwick 10/13/09 

R.Ex. R. 

Nelson 

Pearson 

Keystone, No. 24 Rockport 10/14/09 

R.Ex. 

Lawrence W. 

Pringle 

Maine, No. 73 Kittery 10/16/09 

R.Ex. R. 

Nelson 

Pearson 

Garfield, No. 48 Caribou 10/19/09 
M.Ex. Ernest 

A. Lowell 

St. Croix, No. 17 Calais 10/19/09 
R.Ex. Harold 

E. Birt, Jr. 

Crescent, No. 26 Pembroke 10/20/09 
R.Ex. Robert 

M. Hennessey 

St. Andrews, No. 

51 
Mechanic Falls 10/21/09 

R.Ex. Steven 

B. Cobb 

Aurora, No. 22 Cornish 10/21/09 

R.Ex. R. 

Nelson 

Pearson 

Mosaic, No. 74 Lincoln 10/21/09 
R.Ex. Harold 

E. Birt, Jr. 

Kennebec, No. 67 Solon 10/22/09 
R.Ex. Jeffrey 

C. LeDoux 

Murray, No. 33 Kennebunk 10/22/09 
M.Ex. Ernest 

A. Lowell 

Bradford, No. 9 Auburn 11/03/09 

R.Ex. 

Lawrence W. 

Pringle 

Piscataquis, No. 

21 
Dover-Foxcroft 11/10/09 

R.Ex. Randy 

L. Adams 

Eagle, No. 11 Gorham 11/11/09 M.Ex. Ernest 
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A. Lowell 

Mt. Moriah, No. 6 
Bangor @ 

Kenduskeag 
11/12/09 

R.Ex. Paul B. 

Grondin 

Waldo, No. 7 Belfast 11/17/09 
R.Ex. Jethro D. 

Pease 

Jerusalem, No. 4 Hallowell 11/19/09 

R.Ex. 

Lawrence W. 

Pringle 

Teconnet, No. 52 Waterville 12/01/09 

R.Ex. 

Lawrence W. 

Pringle 

Ira Berry, No. 57 Pittsfield 12/08/09 
R.Ex. Paul B. 

Grondin 

 

 

RECORDS 

 

 On a motion of R.E. Robert D. Chaput, it was voted that when the records of the Meeting 

and Committee Reports shall have been compiled, read and approved by the Grand High Priest 

and Grand Secretary, it shall become the official record of the 184
th
 Convocation. 

 

CLOSING 

TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT ANNUAL CONVOCATION  

 

Portland, Maine, April 24, 2010 

 

This Annual Convocation of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Maine closed at 3:15 PM. 

 

Ernest A. Lowell 

Grand High Priest 

 

Attest: 

Robert D. Chaput 

Grand Secretary 

ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

TRUSTEE OF THE CHARITY FUND  

 
No Report Received 
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GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER  

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL  

 
Medals have been presented to Maine Companions as follows: 

   May 6, 1952  George W. Hoxie, by Raymond B. Holtz 

   May 5, 1953  Edward F. Robinson, by Hiram W. Johnson 

   May 4, 1954  William J. Ricker, by Hiram W. Johnson 

   May 3, 1955  Linwood E. Temple, by William F. Clark 

   June 30, 1956  Charles L. Boman, by Reginald F. Berry 

   Oct. 1, 1957  Joseph W. Hoit, by Horace A. Pratt 

   May 6, 1958  Thomas H. Hooper, by Roger W. Staples 

   May 5, 1959  Ersley L. Goldsmith, by Nelson B. Camick 

   May 3, 1960  Frank W. Simmons, by William F. Clark 

   May 2, 1961  Harold L. Ames, by Benjamin W. Ela 

   Sept. 11, 1962  Lee C. Smith, by Benjamin Butler 

   Nov. 7, 1963  Harold S. Pratt, by Benjamin Butler 

   May 7, 1964   Rev. Robert P. Frazier, by William F. Clark 

   May 5, 1965  Daniel J. Foley, by William F. Clark 

   May 3, 1966  Floyd M. Kimball, by Benjamin W. Ela 

   May 2, 1967  Myron E. Savage, by Reginald F. Berry 

   May 7, 1968  Orrin V. Drew, by William F. Clark 

May 5, 1970 Adelbert A. Carter, by Carroll W. Keene and     

Aubrey L. Burbank 

  May 6, 1971  Howard W. Hanson, by George Sloan Mason 

  May 2, 1972  Herman W. Chatto, by George Sloan Mason 

   Nov. 17, 1973  Edwin W. Adams, by Norton B. Churchill 

  May 7, 1974  Walter C. Hayden, by Edward R. Saunders 

  May 29, 1975  Arthur S. Hillman, by Lyle E. Dow 

  May 4, 1976  Joseph C. Burrows, by Albert A. Remington, III 

  June 6, 1977  Paul A. Thibodeau, by Dwight C. Whitney  

  May 3, 1978  Clair L. Roberts. By Gordon R. Merrick 

  June 14, 1979  Walter E. Oakes, by Marvin A. Timberlake   

  May 7, 1980  John G. Smith, by Norton B. Churchill 

  May 12, 1981  Kendrick J. Chapman, by Norton B. Churchill 

  May 5, 1982  Miles Brookes, by A.J. Lewis 

  May 4, 1983  Clifford H.M. Perry, by Joseph C. Bryan, III 

  May 2, 1 984  Carl J. Lindholm, by Joseph C. Bryan, III 

  June 19, 1985  Burleigh C. Robinson, by Earl Daniels 

  May 13, 1986  Manly C. Ellingwood, by Archie J. Gaul 

  May 2, 1987  Donald K. Keene, by Roger W. Staples 

  Apr. 29, 1988  Henry J. Whittemore, by Harold F. Yeagar 

  May 9, 1989  Milton A. Wiener, by Norton B. Churchill 

  May 2, 1990  Hartley R. Wilbur, by Wilbur F. Loveitt 

  May 11, 1991  Edward J. Whicher, by Norman C. Morehouse 

  May 2, 1992  Albion B. Ricker, by Ernest J. Smith 

May 1, 1993  Bernard L. Briggs, by Harold F. Yeagar 
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  Apr. 30, 1994  David J. Billings, by James A. St. Clair 

  Apr. 29, 1995  Gordon E. Reynolds, by Palmer E. Martin 

  May 4, 1996  H. Donald James, by Palmer E. Martin 

  May 3, 1997  John D. Baggett, by Raymond J. McLellan 

  May 2, 1998  Irving N. Anzmann, by Murray E. Cooke 

  Apr. 30, 1999  Robert V. Damon (Silver), by John A. Sainz 

Apr. 30 1999  C. Raymond Segars, by Raymond J. McLellan 

  Apr. 29, 2000  Henry C. White, by Sheldon Edwards 

  Apr. 28, 2001  Ruben Lancaster, by Sheldon Edwards 

  Apr. 27, 2002  Leslie E. Buzzell, by Sheldon Edwards 

  Apr. 23, 2005  Donald E. Libby, by Larry E. Gray 

Apr. 22, 2006  Leslie M. Gray, by David J. Billings 

  Apr. 28, 2007  Bruce A. Hutchings, by Emory J. Ferguson 

  Apr. 26, 2008  Robert D. Chaput, by Edmund D. Harrison 

  Apr. 25, 2009  Harold A. Clough, by Edmund D. Harrison 
 

COUNCIL OF THE ORDER OF HIGH PRIESTHOOD  

OF THE STATE OF MAINE  

ANNUAL MEETING 2008  

 

Masonic Temple 

Oakland, Maine 

April 21, 2008 

 

The Council of the Order of the High Priesthood of the State of Maine met at 3:00 PM 

April 12, 2008, duly opened by M.E. President David J. Billings. 

 

OFFICERS PRESENT:  

 

M.E. David J. Billings   President 

M.E. Leslie E. Buzzell   Senior Vice President 

E. William Rush  (as)    Junior Vice President 

M.E. Douglas B. Taylor   Treasurer 

E. Thomas A. Emery    Recorder 

E. Reginald A. Page    Master of Ceremonies 

E. David D. Dalzell (as)   Conductor 

E. Gregory Edwards (as)   Steward 

E. Paul B Grondin (as)   Warder 

E. Charles Grindle    Sentinel 

E. Thomas D. Marshall   Chaplin 

M.E. Douglas B. Taylor   Organist 

 

Also present:  other Excellent Companions as per the Book of Registration 

 

It was moved, seconded and passed to accept the minutes of April 14, 2007 Meeting of 

the OHP as printed in the Proceedings of the Grand Chapter. 
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INTRODUCTION:  the M.E. President welcomed all the Companions and thanked them for 

their attendance.  The petitions of two candidates: Weibley Jerome Dean II and Roger Leroy 

Thompson were then read and they were declared elected to receive the Order of the High 

Priesthood. 

 

The work of the afternoon commenced, the Officers Anointed, Consecrated and Set Apart 

the Candidates to the Holy Order of the High Priesthood.  They were then presented with their 

Bibles and their Permanent Membership Cards. 

 

The M.E. President then introduced the following Attendees: 

 

Past Presidents:  Douglas B. Taylor and Howard C. Weymouth. 

 

Past Grand High Priests:  Douglas B. Taylor, David J. Billings, Kenneth Libby and Leslie E. 

Buzzell 

 

Most Illustrious Grand Master:  Howard C. Weymouth 

 

Most Illustrious Past Grand Masters: Leopold R. Lariviere, Douglas B. Taylor and Thomas A. 

Emery 

 

Past Grand Commanders:  David J. Billings, Douglas B. Taylor and Robert W. Ferguson 

 

Excellent Chief of the Knight Masons: Thomas E. Emery 

 

Imperial Red Cross of Constantine: Douglas B. Taylor, P.I.G.M. 

 

Rt. Ex. Deputy General Grand High Priest of the General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons 

International:  David J. Billings 

 

Rt. Ex. Past Deputy General Grand High Priest of the General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 

Masons International:  John O. Bond 

 

THE ANNUAL MEETING  

 
The Annual Meeting:  The business of the Annual Meeting was taken up as follows:  (the 

reading of the minutes of the last annual meeting were earlier voted to be omitted and accepted 

as printed in the Grand Chapter of Maine Proceedings for 2007) 

 

THE RECORDERôS REPORT 
 

To the Most Excellent President, Officers, and Excellent Companions of the Council of the 

Order of the High Priesthood of the State of Maine: 
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Companions:  I herewith submit my Annual Report, as Recorder for the year ending April 12, 

2008.  The Records of the last Annual Meeting, held April 14, 2007 at Oakland, Maine were 

printed in the Grand Chapter of Maine Proceedings for 2008. 

 

The Chapters reported the deaths of the following Past High Priests: 

 

(No longer available) 

 
Membership:  April 14, 2007 - __  Membership April 12, 2008 - __ 

 

Received from Candidates:  Fees $40 for a total of $40 paid to the Treasurer and we hold 

his receipt for the same. 

 

Fraternally Submitted, 

 

E. Thomas A Emery, Recorder 

 

It was so requested that the Recorderôs Report be verbally accepted and spread upon the 

records, which was accordingly done. 

 

IN MEMORIAM  

 

M.E. David J Billings lead the Excellent Companions in standing for a Memorial Prayer 

by the Chaplain for our departed Excellent High Priests which number 16.  The names of who 

are printed in these proceedings:   

 

The was followed by The Prayer for the Departed by E. Thomas D. Marshall, Chaplain 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

(No old business) 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Item 1:  there was discussion of line officers failing to attend.  It was voted to remove Excellent 

Companion Ernest V. Kneeland from the Line as per the By-Laws.  Ex. Companion Kneeland to 

be informed of this decision. 

 

Item 2:  The Recorder was authorized to contact the Grand High Priest and the Most Illustrious 

Grand Master to request that they invite their respective High Priests and Illustrious Masters to 

apply for and become members of the OHP and TIM. 

 

TREASURERôS REPORT 

 
It was voted to accept the Treasurerôs Report and spread it upon the records.  The 

Treasurerôs report was printed in the 2007-2008 Proceedings. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE  

 
It was voted to accept the report of the Finance Committee, adopt the recommendations 

and spread them upon the records. Harold Glencross and John D Baggett represented the Finance 

Committee. 

 

There was no other business to come before the O.H.P. 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE  

 
The report of the Nominating Committee Chairman was accepted and the list, as read, 

was elected by tumultuous acclimation with the Recorder resoundingly casting one vote. The 

Recorder then read the names of the elected officers for the ensuing year. 

 

M. E. Leslie E. Buzzell    President 

E. Reginald A. Page     Senior Vice President 

E. Gregory Edwards     Junior Vice President 

M. E. Douglas B. Taylor    Treasurer 

E. Thomas A. Emery     Recorder 

E. Paul B. Grondin     Master of Ceremonies 

E. Randy L. Adams     Conductor 

E. Daniel B. Carey, Jr.    Steward 

E. Ernest A. Lowell     Warder 

E. Grayson S. Wentworth    Sentinel 

E. Thomas D. Marshall    Chaplain 

M.E. Douglas B. Taylor    Organist 

 

The recorder then read the list of Officers Elected for the ensuing year. 

 

INSTALLATION  

 
The Installing Suite, consisted of M.E. Douglas B. Taylor as Installing Officer; E. Robert 

W. Ferguson as Installing Chaplain; and E. Howard C. Weymouth, as Installing Marshall.  The 

Installing Suite took their stations, attended to their duties in a diligent and exemplary manner 

and the above Officers were duly installed into their several stations with the exceptions of:  

Randy L. Adams, Ernest A. Lowell and Grayson S. Wentworth, those not installed to be notified 

of their elevations to the listed positions. 

 

NEXT ANNUAL M EETING  

 
It was then announced that the Annual Meeting for 2009, would take place on Saturday 

April 11, 2009 at the Masonic Temple in Oakland, Maine. There will be a rehearsal for the 

Officers commencing at 1:30 PM at Oakland.  Supper will be at 5 PM. Following supper the 

Order of the Thrice Illustrious Masters will meet at 6 PM 

 




